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Niles Cemetery Society History 

The earliest records of the Niles Cemetery Society date back to 1909, however, we do know that 
in January 1895, Mrs Sarah Clark invited a group of neighborhood ladies to her home to see what 
could be done to improve the condition of the Niles Cemetery. It was at this meeting that the 
Niles Cemetery Society began, 100 years ago. 

In 1909, Mrs Clara Shadduck was treasurer and kept a record of income and expenses for the 
society. The society met every two weeks at the homes of different members. The income from 
these meetings ranged from $1.55 to $4.35. The balance in the savings account January, 1909 
was $409.82, a year later the balance in the account was $593.55, it looks like they had a good 
year. 

Because of the lack of written reports, it is not known exactly how income was generated, but 
according to treasurer's reports the ladies made a quilt most every year to raffle off at the annual 
fair. In 1933 raffle tickets sold for five cents each or six for twenty five cents. The fall fair was 
their biggest money maker for many years, in 1912 the reported income was $92.21. Other 
means of income were selling Larkin products, vegetables, butter, eggs, candy and cigars, yes 
cigars. I thought that was interesting. The tradition of serving Chicken Pie Suppers was believed 
to have started around 1914 and continued for many years. Ice Cream Socials were very popular 
during this time and were enjoyed by all. 

In the years preceding World War I, the vault was built. Records show many expenses for 
cement, grading the land, painting the ceiling inside the vault, etc. - Also in this decade our oldest 
living member became a member, Susie Wilkins joined the society in 1918. 

During the 1920's the women continued to meet bi-weekly in each others homes. Income for the 
society grew steadily each time they met. In 1927 a windmill was erected at the cemetery at a 
cost of $250.00. Also of interest during that year, Ruby Balduf, then Ruby Pennington, donated 
$1.00 to the society and in 1928, was in charge of the June program. Ruby is our second oldest 
living member having officially joined on August 9, 1934. Ruby's mother was also a member of 
the society. 

In 1933 the charge for a dinner was twenty-five cents for non-members and fifteen cents for 
members. On July 13, of that year, a picnic meeting was held at Will Howe's cabin on the 
Looking Glass river with over 100 members present. The meeting opened by singing "Shall We 
Gather At The River". My aunt Norma VanAmburg then Johnson entertained the group with a 
piano solo and a good time was had by all. Through the years many July picnics were held at 
members cabins or at different area parks. In January, 1935, Mrs. Clara Clark joined the society. 
She was a faithful member for many years serving as president, secretary, and treasurer. Her 
husband, Mr. Stanley Clark, was president of the Niles Cemetery Association for many years. 
Stanley used to tell many stories over the years concerning the cemetery. In December, 1936 the 
Society loaned the Association money to buy land for lots. The Association agreed to repay the 
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money as the lots were sold. Mr. Bert Sellon mowed the cemetery at this time at a cost of 
twenty-five cents an hour. Some other money making projects included serving a dinner to the 
Chamber of Commerce at forty cents a plate, and selling dryer racks. The women of the society 
also had time for fun, they toured the WJIM radio studio and the Lawrence Baking Company in 
1936 and took a trip to Greenfield Village at a cost of $1.75 round trip and twenty-five cents at 
the door. They were also very patriotic ladies, giving donations to Red Cross for flood relief, 
then buying war bonds, and sending donations to the polio and cancer funds. In April of 1940 
Mrs. Gold made an announcement of a peace movement in East Lansing, but no mention was 
made of active participation. During the world war the opening song at most of the meeting's 
was "America the Beautiful". During the rationing in the 1940's, there was a need to obtain sugar 
to frost cakes for the dinners. The women decided to register the society in order to obtain their 
share of sugar. This was accomplished thanks to Bernice Morris. It was decided that Maytie 
Rose would purchase the sugar and distribute a pound to each lady that was doing the baking. In 
turn that lady would pay the society for the cost of the sugar. During that time 100 lbs of sugar 
sold for $6.18. 

Life went on in the 1940's. Some very unique programs were sponsored, plays were performed, 
an antique day was held where ladies came dressed in old fashioned attire and prizes were given. 
Mrs. Grace Byam won most fashionable and Mrs. Helen Enness won most humorous. Meal 
prices were raised to fifty cents for outsiders, twenty-five cents for members. It was decided to 
build a toilet for the cemetery and anchor it to the existing shed at a cost of $20.00. A letter was 
received from the metal sponge company in October of 1942, stating that because of the war they 
would no longer be able to furnish us with sponges. Until the war was over it was also decided to 
discontinue the yearly fair for the duration and that each member would donate $1.00 or equal 
various articles to sell to take the place of the lost revenue. All members started collecting Lily 
White flour coupons; 100 coupons were worth $5.00 to the society. Dishcloths were also 
available for sale at ten cents each. In June of 1944 there was discussion of buying an urn for 
the cemetery, but it was not done. In November of 1944 an interesting contest was held at the 
meeting. A spelling contest consisting of 20 words often seen in our daily papers, was given to 
the members present. The champion speller was BeIva Howe with Ada Brown as runner-up. A 
jar of maple syrup was awarded the winners. 

In December of that year we were again able to order metal sponges, however, we did not receive 
our order until a year later. 

In May of 1945, Mr. Will Howe donated a tripod and hanging basket with flowers for memorial 
day in memory of our departed soldiers. The opening song of choice at the October, 1945 
meeting was, "When Johnny Comes Marching Home Again" in honor of the war ending. 

In September the Niles Cemetery Society celebrated their 50th Anniversary with a late afternoon 
meeting and a banquet following at the Ladies Rooms in Eagle. Both vocal and instrumental 
musical entertainment was provided for 125 guests. Reports were given on this history and past 
financial achievements by President Maytie Rose with her husband Hollie Rose acting as 
toastmaster. 
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The ladies met at several locations over the years. In the earlier years they met in homes, but 
later on as their numbers grew, meetings were convened at the Ladies Rooms, town hall, 
churches and parks for picnics. 

In April of 1949 the ladies sent a representative to the Eagle Township board to ask for help with 
expenses. The board agreed and paid half of mowing expenses for the next 18 years. The 
members of the society were very disappointed payments were discontinued. 

An urn for the front of the cemetery was finally purchased in June of 1950 at a cost of $16.48. 
Mr. Mark Doty agreed to fill the urn with plants as a donation to the cemetery. 

Over the years it was not only the men who worked in the cemetery mowing and trimming, but 
also the ladies had bees to do special projects. In August, 1951 the ladies met to cut back corn in 
the cemetery and in April, 1957 they got together and painted the shed. In addition, two lady 
caretakers and a couple of husband and wife team caretakers provided services. 

In the 1950's some of the societies entertainment included tours to Hager Fox, the Hebblewhite 
kitchen's and Baxter's kitchen's. There was a family night at the Eagle Town Hall in March, 1956 
featuring pictures of Susie Wilkins European trip. Many members brought in vacation pictures 
of their trips and shared with the members. Work done in the cemetery consisted of widening the 
driveway and building a retaining wall on the north west corner and posts installed. 

The 1960's were pretty profitable, it was decided to only take $100.00 from the township instead 
of the usual $200.00 that had been received annually. In March, 1960 the Grand Ledge Relief 
Corp presented the Society with a 5 x 8 ft American flag. Mr. Jack Ryan made the flag pole as a 
donation to the cemetery. Ruby Balduf was elected president in January of 1963, beginning 33 
years of service as president. The society sold napkins for fund raisers and raised the price of the 
dinners to $1.00. A bequest was received from Bessie Smith estate of $500.00 in September of 
1965 which was greatly appreciated. In October, 1967 Helen Horton brought a table cover to the 
meeting that had been embroidered with the names of the original members and other members 
and neighbors of the cemetery. It was decided instead of exchanging gifts at Christmas time, a 
collection would be taken and gifts sent to the boys in Vietnam, again showing their patriotism. 

The beginning of the 1970 decade brought with it a problem with the well in the cemetery. It 
was reported it took 81 strokes to pump 1/2 pail of water, Morris Johnson's help was sought. The 
well was not repairable so a new one was drilled and a new hand pump was installed. Mr. 
Johnson charged only his cost of $416.00. Our 75th Anniversary was celebrated in September, 
1970. Program books were ordered for the event at cost of $46.80 for 75 books. A ham dinner 
was served and a historical presentation was enjoyed by all. A bequest of $500.00 was received 
from George McCrumb in memory of his parents and other relatives. It was very much 
appreciated. Dinners were served to the Clinton County Historical Society for several years 
during the month of May. It was done as a fundraiser and proved to be very profitable. 
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In 1975 the cemetery was hit with vandals. Several tombstones were broken and tipped over and 
damage was done to the shed, urns and the flag pole. Fortunately the vandals were caught 
(neighborhood kids) and were made to make restitution for the damage. 

The 1980's brought good news with a generous donation by Glady's and George LaSalle (Ruby 
Balduf sister in law and husband) of $1,000.00. The society was able to blacktop the drive in the 
cemetery in July of 1983 at a cost of $5,675.00. Flannel backed tablecloths were also purchased 
that year, and are still in use saving us buying table paper for all our dinners. In September, 1985 
a wind storm brought a large tree down in the cemetery. Bob Vandriesen agreed to cut the tree 
up and haul it away for the wood, in the process of cutting the rest of the tree down it accidently 
fell on the shed which had to be taken down also. Since it was in need of repair and not used, 
no harm was done. 

In June of 1986 a campaign was started to recruit new members as our membership was very low 
to the point we could not go on. The campaign was successful and the society gained several 
new members and several donations. The time of our dinners was moved to evenings instead of 
noontime and that brought in more attendance. The society received a bequest of $2,000.00 from 
Mary Springsteen Estate in March, 1987, which increased our bank account substantially. 

August, 1991 brought the retirement of Ruby Balduf as president, Loraine Johnson took over and 
is our current president. 

Last July 1994 Mr. & Mrs Marvin Howe, neighbors of the cemetery, donated an acre of land so 
the cemetery can expand. We were very grateful and plans are in the works now to develop it. 

As I write the last chapter of our 100 years, I am pleased to announce that the Eagle Township 
Board has agreed to take ownership of the Niles Cemetery. This does not mean that the Niles 
Cemetery Society will disband, however we will slow down considerably. The Niles Cemetery 
Association will turn over all their assets to the newly appointed cemetery board. The cemetery 
board will sell lots, attend to burials and do all the business of hiring and paying someone to 
mow. This assures us that no matter how small our group becomes, the cemetery will be taken 
care of. The majority of the Niles Cemetery Society's money will be earmarked for the 
development of the new acre. The drive will be extended into a bigger "U" shape. It has to be 
engineered, graded and the fence will be moved. 

The Society will try to meet at least once or twice a year, maybe for a potluck for our members 
and when the need arises a fundraiser may be held for the benefit of the cemetery. 

It has been my pleasure to compile this history. It was hard to put the books down. This 
Cemetery Society was the focal point of the community for a very long time and had a very large 
following but as we all know, time marches on and you can't go back you can only look back and 
imagine the good times that were had by all. That's what I've tried to do for you. 

Susan (Johnson) Hodge, Secretary/Treasurer 
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Niles Cemetery Society 

Below is a listing of old songs that were enjoyed at the meetings of the Niles Cemetery Society 
in the 1930's, 1940's and 1950's. 

Singing In The Rain 
Old Kentucky Home (sang in May) 
Shall We Gather At The River (sang at many picnic's) 
Work For The Night Is Coming 
Onward Christian Soldiers 
Music In The Air 
When You and I Were Young Maggie 
Battle Cry Of Freedom 
Wearing Of The Green (sang in March) 
Christmas Songs (sang in December) 
Tis Springtime (sang in April) 
There's Music In The Air 
There Are Many Flags In Our Land 
The Red White And Blue 
Love's Old Song 
America The Beautiful (sang during wartime) 
January and February 
Old Folks at Home 
Old Black Joe 
Blue Bells of Scotland 
Massa's In The Cold Ground 
My Faith Looks Up To Thee 
Keep The Home Fires Burning 
Carry Me Back to Old Virginia 
My Bonnie 
Home Sweet Home 
Annie Laurie 
The Last Rose of Summer 
There's Music In The Air 
Wonderful Words of Life 
There Shall Be Showers of Blessings 
In the Garden 
Columbia Gem of The Ocean 
Drink to Me Only With Thine Eyes 
Long Long Ago 
Love's Old Sweet Song 
Old Rugged Cross 
Way Down Upon The Swanee River 
Darling Nellie Gray 
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Michigan My Michigan 
Brighten The Corner Where You Are 
Help Somebody Today 
Beyond The Sunset 
Blest Be the Tie That Binds 

Over the years there were many fund raisers and different ways of earning money for the Society, 
I've listed some of them below: 

Metal sponges 
Laundry dryers 
Dishcloths 
Quilts 
Fancy work 
Fishpond 
White Elephant items 
Lily White flour coupons (100 coupons were worth $5.00) 
Penny birthday collections 
Sales slips 
Meijer dinners 
Napkins 

Whenever the Niles Cemetery Society met, their meeting opened with a song, then repeated in 
unison the Lord's Prayer and followed with Roll Call. When a member answered to her name, a 
question of the day was asked to which she was to respond. Some of those questions are listed 
below: 

Household hint. 
Favorite household chore. 
Favorite President (Feb) 

-Give a quotation. 
Favorite tree. (May) 
Cake recipe 
Sing favorite song. 
Quotation from Lincoln (Feb) 
Give birth weight. 
Favorite TV program. 
Embarrassing moment caused 
by your children. 

Tell how much spring cleaning 
you have completed. 

How spent vacation. 
Irish Joke (March) 
What you would like for Christmas. 
Favorite radio announcer. 
Favorite flower. 
New Year's Resolution 
Favorite childhood impression 
Event in her mother's life. 
Name first school. 
Give Bible verse. 
State what your first spring 
cleaning job will be. 
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Current Members List 

Joined Years of Service 

Balduf, Ruby 1934 (honorary) 61 
Block, Pat (vice-president) 1982 13 
Clark, Margaret 1992 3 
Coleman, Nancy 1986 9 
Dean, Beth 1986 9 
Fox, Debbie 1986 9 
Gier, Irene 1993 2 
Hardenburg, Eleanor 1969 (honorary) 26 
Hodge, Sue (secretary, treasurer) 1982 13 
Huhn, Irene 1986 9 
Huhn, Kathy 1986 9 
Johnson, Loraine (president) 1958 37 
Johnson, Marian 1960 35 
ICransz, Vida 1992 3 
Krueger, Elaine 1986 9 
McCrumb, Leona 1986 9 
Pierson, Sara 1990 5 
Putney, Jessie 1985 10 
Simington, Pennie 1986 9 
VanAmburg, Beverly 1986 9 
VanAmburg, Delores 1986 9 
VanAmburg, Norma 1959 36 
Wilkins, Susie 1918 (honorary) 77 



Over the years many men and women have been hired to care for the cemetery. I have listed their 
names and dates below: 

1912-1917 Mr. Arthur Wilson 
1918 Mr. Herbert Clark 
1919 Mr. H. D. Lyon 
1920 Mr. Tony Newman 
1922 Mr. 0. H. Nichols 
1923 Mr. Carl Pennington 
1924-1925 Mr. Roy Dumond 
1926 Mr. Elmer Hardenburg 
1926-1929 Mr. Bert Sellon 
1930 Mr. D. Winegar 
1931-1938 Mr. Bert Sellon 
1939-1941 Mr. Ray Clark 
1942-1944 Mr. Ed Stackman 
1945-1946 Mrs. Sophia Braska 
1947-1951 Mr. Leo Willis 
1952 Mr & Mrs Ernest Barnes 
1953-1964 Mr. Floyd Teidt 
1964-1968 Mr. Henry Nolan 
1969-1973 Mr. Floyd Teidt & Mr. Henry Nolan 
1974-1975 Mr. Jerry Price 
1976-1983 Mr. Don Kingsbury 
1984-1988 Mr & Mrs Robert Moyer 
1989 Mr. Robert Hodge 
1990 Mr. Raymond Pitchford 
1991-1992 Mr. Jeff Wilmore 
1993 Mr. Mark Schaffer 
1994 Mr. Tim Bentley 
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Niles Cemetery Society)- 1900 

1. William Larkum Ta4man 
2. 
3. Atkins Tallman 
4. 
5. Clarissa Smith Byam 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. Sarah Smith Clark 
11. Bertha Tallman 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. Mary Kebler Goodrich 
16. Semantha Louisa Tallman Brown 
17. 
18. Lyda Brown 
19. Sarah Jane Adams Tallman 
20. Jenny Tallman Stark 
21. Etta Tallman Garlock 
22. 
23. 
24. Maytie Tallman Rose 
25. 
26. Grace Tallman Byam 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. M. Merle Tallman Ginter 
33. 
34. 
35. 
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PAINTING THE HITCHING POSTS 1900 

David Clark Sr., Sarah Smith Clark, Clarissa Smith Byam, Clara Shadduck, Mary Kebler Goodrich, Sarah Jane Tallman , 




